
From London's neighbourhoods to Parliament 
Square, 2025 was a year when London’s 
children showed, yet again, what the city 

can become when they are given space, time and 
freedom to play.  As politicians began to talk 
seriously about play, we had the privelege of 
supporting children on adventure playgrounds, in 
parks, on housing estates and in streets and public 
space and amplifying their voices and experiences 
to evidence policy makers the power of play.   
We are immensely grateful for the support of 
our enlightened funders and partners who 
understand how essential play is. Thanks too to all 
the playworkers and other unsung heroes of play 
who made 2025 a year of creativity, energy and 
connection. And of course to London's children, our 
strength and inspiration!  

HUNDREDS OF CHILDREN AND PLAYWORKERS TOOK OVER 
PARLIAMENT SQUARE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PLAY  

2025
2025HIGHLIGHTS

HIGHLIGHTS

London Parade for PlayLondon Parade for Play
A big highlight of the year saw the second London 
Parade for Play unfolding in Parliament Square on 
the International Day of Play - the same day the 
Commission on Play published its landmark report in 
Westminster.
Hundreds of children took over the political heart of 
the nation with drums, banners, chants and joy. Their 
message to politicians was disarmingly clear: “Make 
Some Laws for Play!”
A towering cardboard-box skyline rose against Big 
Ben, creating an image we won’t soon forget (see 
inside) and a reminder that children’s voices belong 
where decisions affecting their lives are made.  

OUR PLAYFUL HIGH STREETS INITIATIVE TRANSFORMED STREETS 
FROM CAMDEN TO LEWISHAM & EVERYWHERE IN BETWEEN

Those enlightened funders and partners include: London Marathon Foundation, National Lottery Community 
Fund, The Royal Parks, Garfield Weston, Forrester Family Trust and Barbara Ward Children's Foundation. Also 
Newham, Camden, Lewisham & Hammersmith & Fulham councils and many smaller supporters, thank you all. 



Some super wobbly doorstep play was brought to five 
new neighbourhoods this year, bringing to an end a 
successful two year project funded by the London 
Marathon Foundation. In Barking, weekly pop up 
sessions in the town square regularly drew over 100 
children and created a new, visible play culture right 
in the heart of a growing borough. Families living 
in flats spilled into the square, and volunteers have 
picked up the ball and kept activities running into the 
colder months. It’s an exciting example of how quickly 
community play can take root and we have high hopes 
of building this out across the borough during 2027. 

projectsprojects 

DESTINY & ARJAY CHILLING IN ‘DA SPOT’ 
TRIANGLE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND

Our continuing partnership with The Royal Parks 
has seen us exploring nature through play with 
families in and around The Regent’s and Greenwich 
Parks.  Sessions with older people from the Third 
Age Project, whose centre sits on the site of the old 
Cumberland Market adventure playground were 
particularly memorable. One of the last generations 
to enjoy a truly unplugged childhood, their tales 
of playing in the street and skills in making paper 
airplanes and boats and playing marbles amazed wide-
eyed youngsters.  Larger play events themed on seeds, 
insects and ’escape from the zoo' drew large crowds. 

Play in the Park IIPlay in the Park II

London Adventurers’ Play Exchange (APEX)London Adventurers’ Play Exchange (APEX)

Playful High Streets: transforming streets and town centres into joyful community spacesPlayful High Streets: transforming streets and town centres into joyful community spaces
London Play's mobile play crew transformed streets across the capital with simple rainbow tape markings and 
playful possibilities including spacehopper races, junk modelling, giant bubbles, pavement chalks, tug-o-war, giant 
hopscotch and beach volleyball. 
In Lewisham, we supported Car Free Day celebrations and the Catford Weekender, we ran school fair play streets 
in Hammersmith & Fulham and were part of Southwark’s High Streets for People event on one of the hottest days 
of the year. Each pop-up demonstrated how powerfully streets can change when play takes priority,  even just for 
an afternoon.  Our most recent event got children and families building a glowing cardboard den village of light 
on Camden High Street which is currently under a trial pedestrianisation. See pics on front page. 

Eight staffed adventure playgrounds became ‘APEX 
twins’ this year,  exchanging visits and sharing food, 
ideas and inspiration. The programme (funded by the 
National Lottery Community Fund) highlighted 
the deep shared culture across London’s adventure 
playgrounds - places where children can shape their 
own environments, make friends, have a meal, let off 
some steam, discover their creativity... or just chill.
A short film documenting the visits and highlighting 
the unique value that adventure playgrounds - and the 
playworkers that uphold these unique environments - 
bring to children and commmunities premiered at the 
London Adventure Play Awards. 
A companion booklet will be published in the coming 
months. 

Jelly SportsJelly Sports

‘IT'S ALL COMING BACK TO ME!' EDWARD SHARES TIPS ON 
MAKING PAPER PLANES IN THE REGENTS PARK 

BARKING TOWN CENTRE COMES ALIVE WITH PLAY



National and regional policy National and regional policy 
It was an eventful year for advocating for children’s 
right to play.  London Play contributed a second 
tranche of evidence to the national Commission on 
Play, based on insights collected from over 100 young 
adventure playground users. The final report featured 
adventure playgrounds prominently but stopped 
short of explicit recommendations. An All Party 
Parliamentary Group for Play has subsequently 
been launched and is pushing for a new National Play 
Strategy and play sufficiency legislation.
We also welcomed Joanne McCartney, London's 
Deputy Mayor for Children & Young People and 
colleagues to our offices where they were treated 
to a close-up of the power of adventure play with 
the fabulous team at Pearson Street Adventure 
Playground. Our submission to the consultation on 
the updated London Plan called for play spaces (and 
especially adventure playgrounds) to be recognised as 
essential community infrastructure.  

<<<< Support for councils <<<< Support for councils 
London Play shared  expertise and offered advice to 
several London councils during the year.  In Newham 
we ran creative pop-up consultations (left) with SEND 
families, teenage girls and residents in less affluent 
neighbourhoods and gathered rich insights on how 
local children play, as well as what stops them. The 
resulting Vision for Play is hoped to be a stepping stone 
to a future full borough-wide play strategy. 
We continue to contribute to regular meetings of 
Lewisham’s cross departmental Play Action Group, 
working to oversee and implement their play strategy 
and action plan. In Islington, we have joined forces 
with playworkers, council leaders and elected members 
to explore how play and adventure playgrounds can be 
protected and prioritised. And following Southwark's 
Council's audit of play provision, in September London 
Play director Fiona Sutherland presented to the Scrutiny 
Committee on next steps. 

Children's voices in Westminster  >>>>>>Children's voices in Westminster  >>>>>>
Young adventure playground experts Lara Brooks and 
Alana Spencer addressed MPs and Peers, academics and 
play advocates at the launch of the Play Commission 
report - speaking powerfully about the role of play and 
adventure playgrounds in their lives. Proudly supported 
by Hackney Play Association and London Play! 

policy  & advocacypolicy  & advocacy

A TOWER TO RIVAL BIG BEN: TEAM WORK FROM 
BETHWIN ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND GROUP

LARA & ALANA WITH FIONA, SIANEAD AND 
CHARLENE AT  HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

STEPS TO A PLAYFUL NEWHAM:
 CONSULTATION WITH CHILDREN



Change ahead for London Play's board...Change ahead for London Play's board...
We are pleased to announce we are in the final stages 
of recruiting a new Co-Chair to work alongside current 
Chair Melian Mansfield. During a period of transition 
we aim to recruit new trustees in 2026, when some 
longer-standing board members plan to step aside. This 
is part of our strategic aim to diversify and reinvigorate 
our leadership. Vice Chair Barry Walden is leading the 
change and stepping down as a trustee after 20 years.  
Barry joined London Play in 2005 while at Camden 
Council play service and has been a great source of 
inspiration and support to trustees and staff alike.  We 
do not plan to lose his passion and wisdom! For Barry 
and future ex-board members we are exploring ways of 
involvement, perhaps in the form of an advisory board. 

... and changes in the staff team too... and changes in the staff team too
In February we said a fond 
farewell to the multi-talented 
events queen and play mover and 
shaker Catherine Togut, after 
an incredible 15 years at London 
Play. We’re not gonna lie, she left 
some big shoes to fill!
So we are pleased that Mark 
Applegate has stepped up to 
the challenge and joined the 
team. Mark is an artist and maker 
who brings an abiding affinity 
for cardboard, junk materials and 
other loose parts with him.

We were very sad to hear of the 
death of former London Play 
CEO Ute Navidi in November. 
Ute led the charity for over seven 
years until 2012. At an exciting 
time when play was high on the 
political agenda, among her achievements was her 
work to influence the London Plan and introducing the 
Lifetime in Play in London Awards. 

Ute Navidi  1952-2025 Ute Navidi  1952-2025 

eventsevents

London Adventure Play AwardsLondon Adventure Play Awards
Our annual celebration returned to the Rich Mix 
Cinema, with 12 shortlisted playgrounds filling the 
auditorium with joyful chaos.  Cardboard pyramids, 
taped-up giant balls, junk-fashion catwalks and an 
unforgettable robot (code: 6767) set the tone.
Homerton Grove (pictured right) and Waterside 
adventure playgrounds shared the top award, with 
Triangle, Dog Kennel Hill and Pearson Street also 
taking home trophies - and pizza.

All London Go Kart Build and RaceAll London Go Kart Build and Race
At Mudchute Farm in July, 12 teams raced karts they had 
built in just a few hours under thundery skies and amid 
blazing excitement. Teamwork, paint, hammers and pure 
joy made this another standout annual tradition. 

TEAMS LINE UP WITH THEIR FINISHED KARTS, READY TO RACE!

HOMERTON GROVE ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND  
 jOINT LONDON ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND OF THE YEAR 2025 

peoplepeople


